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February 14th 2024

Research Framework

Purpose of
Research

As part of SaskCulture’s multi-year project renewal activities, i+d is
providing a comprehensive report of promising and leading practices for
meaningfully and authentically engaging 2SLGBTQIA+ communities.

Research
Questions

SC_p105_2024 Research Questions

Research Approach

The research teamwill lead the development of the research questions andmethodology
for this project.
The secondary research will include two phases: (1) Environmental Scan, and (2) Literature
& Material Review.
The research will incorporate values and considerations of intersectionality,
anti-oppression, community, queer and trans liberation, anti-racism, disability justice, and
anti-colonialism into the collection, analysis and reporting of data.

Research Framework Overview

Phase One: Environmental Scan Phase Two: Literature & Material Review

Seek out reports, materials, policies,
documentation and other
deliverables from other funders
across Canada about 2SLGBTQIA+
communities.
In instances where funders are not
speci cally arts, culture, or heritage
funders, this data will be indicated as
such.

Using academic databases, collect
potential literature and material for
review.
Using a general internet search,
collect potential material for review.
Based on all potential material,
identify promising and appropriate
literature for analysis.
Provide a glossary of terms identi ed
throughout the research.

Phase One: Environmental Scan
i+d and SCwill both seek out reports, materials, policies, documentation and other
deliverables from other funders across Canada about 2SLGBTQIA+ communities.
Researchers will focus on understanding equity-focused measurements and
evaluation practices supporting 2SLGBTQIA+ individuals and communities.
Data Collection:

Utilize extensive online searches and targeted exploration of organizational
websites and databases. Additionally, inquire with funders within i+d and SC
networks about potential resources they have internally.
Pull out recommendations, lessons learned or promising practices from
each piece of material.
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Data Analysis:
Review similarities and differences across funders and identify common
themes.
Analyze themes using feminist, Indigenist, and queer research
methodologies, incorporating auto-ethnographic perspectives when
appropriate.
Review emerged themes against relevant research questions and identify
gaps in research to inform phase two focus.

Phase Two: Literature &Material Review
i+d will perform an extensive document analysis using academic databases for
scholarly literature on funding practices for 2SLGBTQIA+ communities.
Simultaneously, i+d will conduct a broad internet search for grey literature and
relevant material using a wide range of appropriate search terms.
Data Collection:

Identify search terms and criteria (e.g. dates, countries, etc.) for use by
research assistants.
Employ prede ned criteria for inclusion to collect a comprehensive set of
material.
Prepare initial bibliography and abstract list of potential literature.
Select appropriate literature to review.

Data Analysis:
Read literature allowing themes to naturally emerge (i.e. not applying
pre-established themes).
Compare emerged themes amongst two researchers and identify nal
themes.
Review emerged themes against relevant research questions and identify
gaps in research. Fill gaps by collecting additional data.
Analyze themes using feminist, Indigenist, and queer research
methodologies, incorporating auto-ethnographic perspectives when
appropriate.
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As part of SaskCulture’s multi-year project renewal activities, i+d is
providing a comprehensive report of promising and leading practices for
meaningfully and authentically engaging 2SLGBTQIA+ communities.

Environmental Scan Literature &Material Review

1. In what ways have funding organizations developed new and/or innovative
practices to effectively support cultural activities that serve the diverse
needs of 2SLGBTQIA+ organizations, communities, cultural workers and
participants in cultural activity?

1, 2

2. In what ways do cultural funding organizations (Arts, Heritage,
Multicultural, Cultural Industries) effectively support activities that serve
the diverse cultural needs of 2SLGBTQIA+ peoples?

1

3. What are the barriers that restrict access to funding for cultural activity
led by 2SLGBTQIA+ organizations, communities, and cultural workers?

2

4. What are the barriers that restrict participation and access to cultural
activities for 2SLGBTIQIA+ communities and individuals?

5. What are promising practices in incorporating community consultation in
the design and implementation of funding programs that aim to support
2SLGBTQIA+ cultural engagement?

a. How can these practices be adapted to suit the Saskatchewan
cultural context?

2

6. How do queer and trans communities in Saskatchewan (or across Canada)
form or interpret shared cultural practices and heritage?

a. How can cultural funding organizations incorporate this cultural
understanding into their programs?

2

7. What role do equity-focused funders play in promoting a widespread
understanding of more queer-inclusive practices within their regional
ecosystems?

1, 2
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This glossary was developed by i+d as part of our Queer & Trans Equityworkshops and trainings.

All de nitions and terms are de ned by Jacq Brasseur, CEO & Principal Consultant, unless
otherwise speci ed. It is important to remember that these de nitions are just a starting point,
and that different people understand words differently.

Furthermore, these terms have been de ned in a particular sociocultural context, one that is
entrenched in colonial, Eurocentric practices and perspectives. Please consider seeking additional
information from anti-racist and anti-colonial SOGIE (Sexual Orientation, Gender Identity and
Expression) organizers and educators.

This glossary was last updated onApril 10th 2024 and we urge readers to remember that language
shifts and evolves constantly within 2SLGBTQ+ communities. To suggest a correction or change,
please contact us.

Note: If you would like to use a portion or the entirety of this document for any purpose other than
personal use, please contact us to inquire.

Affectionality
See romantic orientation.

Agender
Agender is an adjective used to describe a person who feels as though they are genderless.

Androgynous
Androgynous is a term used to describe a collection of behaviours, objects, appearances, or
attitudes that include both masculine and feminine components, or a combination of both. It is
important to note that what is or is not considered androgynous by any person is often intimately
tied to a person’s culture and to a speci c time period, meaning that there is often disagreement
amongst individuals about what is or is not androgynous.

Aromantic
Often shortened to aro, aromantic is a term used to describe people who experience little to no
romantic attraction. It is important to recognize that aromanticism is a spectrum, and includes a
wide range of experiences related to lacking romantic attraction. An aromantic individual may be
asexual, or may have a different sexual orientation.

Asexual
Often shortened to ace, asexual is a term used to describe people who experience little to no sexual
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attraction. It is important to recognize that asexuality is a spectrum, and includes a wide range of
experiences related to lacking sexual attraction. An asexual individual may be aromantic, or may
have a different romantic orientation.

Assigned sex at birth
Assigned sex at birth refers to the sex (and usually gender) a person was assigned at birth, usually
based on the outward appearance of their genitals.

Biromantic
Biromantic is a term used to describe people who experience romantic attraction to people of the
same or different gender than themselves.

Bisexual
Coined in a similar medicalized context as the term ‘homosexual’, bisexual was originally a term
used to describe a person who experiences sexual attraction to both people of the same gender
and people of other genders. While the term is sometimes de ned as attraction to both men and
women, this de nition is overwhelmingly challenged bymost bisexual scholars and theorists.
Today, many bisexuals understand the pre x bi- to refer to a combination of hetero- and homo-,
meaning that bisexuality is an attraction to both the same gender (“homo-”) and different genders
(“hetero-”).

Boy
Boy is a noun generally used to describe a young person who identi es as part of the binary,
masculine gender category. How any person understands the term ‘boy’ will differ depending on
their social, religious or cultural context.

Cisgender
Coined in the 1990s but popularized by Julia Serano in her bookWhipping Girl1, cisgender is an
adjective used to describe a person who is the same gender that they were assigned at birth.
Florence Ashley describes cisgender as a gender modality, rather than a gender itself. The term
includes the pre x “cis-”, which can be interpreted asmeaning “on the same side of” in Latin.

Cissexism
Referring to a kind of structural form of oppression, cissexism is the systemic force that prioritizes
cisgender people over transgender and non-binary experiences.

Demiromantic
Considered a part of the aromantic spectrum, demiromantic is a term used to describe a person
who experiences romantic attraction to a person only when they have developed an intimate
emotional bond with them.

1 Julia Serano - Julia Serano's compendium on cisgender, cissexual, cissexism, cisgenderism, cis privilege, and the cis/trans distinction
http://juliaserano.blogspot.com/2014/12/julia-seranos-compendium-on-cisgender.html
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Demisexual
Considered a part of the asexual spectrum, demisexual is a term used to describe a personwho
experiences sexual attraction to a person only when they have developed an intimate romantic
bond with them.

Female
When referencing a human’s biological sex, female is a term used to describe a person who has XX
chromosomes, produces ova, and generally who has an internal reproductive system including a
vagina, a uterus, ovaries and fallopian tubes. It is important to note that people are often assigned
female based on the appearance of a vulva as their external genitalia. This happens despite the fact
that some people may have a vulva, but not have XX chromosomes, produce ova or have other
characteristics generally understood as part of a female reproductive system.

Feminine
Feminine is a term used to describe behaviours, objects, appearances, or attitudes that are socially
accepted as being traits associatedwith women or girls. It is important to note that what is or is
not considered feminine by any person is often intimately tied to a person’s culture and to a speci c
time period, meaning that there is often disagreement amongst individuals about what is or is not
feminine.

Gay
Gay is an adjective often used as an umbrella term to describe a person who is sexually and/or
romantically attracted to people of the same gender. Originally used to only refer to menwho were
exclusively sexually attracted to other men, the term has been adopted by many as a catch-all term
to include any person who is not heterosexual. Some people amongst the 2SLGBTQ+ community
disagree on whether or not this is an appropriate use of the term.

Gender
Gender, sometimes redundantly referred to as gender identity, refers to the way a person identi es
with regards to the social and cultural categories of “woman”, “man” or other words. According to
theWorld Health Organization, “[g]ender refers to the characteristics of women, men, girls and
boys that are socially constructed. This includes norms, behaviours and roles associated with
being a woman, man, girl or boy, as well as relationships with each other. As a social construct,
gender varies from society to society and can change over time.”2

Gender attribution
Gender attribution refers to the way that other people assign a gendered category to us, based on a
shared sociocultural understanding of gender. Gender attribution was studied and explored
extensively by Suzanne J. Kessler &Wendy McKenna in their book Gender: An Ethnomethodological
Approach3.

3 Kessler, S. J. & McKenna, W. - Gender: An Ethnomethodological Approach.
https://press.uchicago.edu/ucp/books/book/chicago/G/bo3629888.html

2 World Health Organization - Gender and health https://www.who.int/health-topics/gender#tab=tab_1
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Gender expression
Gender expression refers to how a person chooses to express their gender through their
appearance, clothing, mannerisms andmore.

Gender uid
Gender uid is an adjective used to describe a person who feels as though their gender ebbs and
ows over time. A personmay identify as just “gender uid”, or may use the term as an addendum to

another gender such as “gender uid woman” or “gender uid man”.

Gender modality
Proposed by scholar Florence Ashley4, gender modality refers to how a person’s assigned gender
relates to their current gender. For instance, a person who was assigned male at birth and
identi es as a womanmay have a transgender gender modality, while a person who was assigned
female at birth and identi es as a womanmay have a cisgender gender modality. Both of these
people’s genders arewoman, however their relationship to their gender (i.e. womanhood) may
differ.

Gender neutral
Gender neutral is a term used to describe behaviours, objects, appearances, or attitudes that are
not necessarily associated with any gender. This is different from androgyny, in that gender neutral
is not associated with any gender, rather than a combination of genders.

Genderqueer
Genderqueer is an adjective used to describe a person who identi es as having a gender that
disrupts societal understandings of gender and gender expression. A personmay identify as just
“genderqueer”, or may use the term as an addendum to another gender such as “genderqueer
woman” or “genderqueerman”.

Girl
Girl is a noun generally used to describe a young person who identi es as part of the binary,
feminine gender category. How any person understands the term ‘girl’ will differ depending on their
social, religious or cultural context.

Heterocissexism
Referring to a kind of structural form of oppression, heterocissexism is the combined systemic
forces of heterosexism and cissexism that prioritizes cisgender, straight people over transgender,
non-binary and 2SLGBTQIAP+ people.

Heterosexism
Referring to a kind of structural form of oppression, heterosexism is the systemic force that
prioritizes straight people over people who gay, lesbian, bisexual, pansexual and other sexual
minorities.

4 Florence Ashley - ‘Trans’ is my gender modality: A modest terminological proposal.
https://www. orenceashley.com/uploads/1/2/4/4/124439164/ orence_ashley_trans_is_my_gender_modality.pdf
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Heterosexual
Originally used to describe a pathologized obsessive attraction to people of the ‘opposite’ sex, the
term heterosexual is modernly used to refer to any person who experiences attraction to genders
different than their own. Hetero- is a Latin pre xmeaning “different”.

Homosexual
Originally coined in a medicalized context to describe same sex attraction as a psychological
disorder, the term homosexual is modernly used to refer to any person who experiences attraction
to the same gender as their own. Homo- is a Latin pre xmeaning “same”. Some people nd this
term offensive or triggering due to its history as amedical term used to institutionalize or
criminalize LGBQ+ people.

Indigiqueer
Originally coined by Theo J. Cuthand5, the term Indigiqueer [originally spelled as Indigequeer] was
created to re ect the varied ways in which Indigenou 2SLGBTQIA+ peoplemay identify. Theo
explains: “I think I used it because some LGBTQ Indigenous people don’t feel as comfortable with
the two-spirit title because it implies some dual gender stuff, which some people just don’t feel
describes their identity. I know a lot of people don’t ID with the Queer label either. But I liked the
idea of Indigequeer. Because Queer is kind of a confrontational label, it’s one of those old
reclamations that makes people uncomfortable. Indigenous isn’t a really confrontational label
(although everything else about it is because we are all still all over the globe resisting) so putting
the two together makes this word I really liked.”

Since its creation in 2004, the term has been used by numerous Indigenous people who experience
sexual or gender diversity to re ect their own personal relationship to queerness and Indigeneity.
As JoshuaWhitehead6 explains: “I go by both two-spirit and Indigiqueer. One to pay homage to
where I come from, fromWinnipeg, being kind of the birthplace of two-spirit in 1990. But I also
think of Indigiqueer as the forward moving momentum for two-spiritness,"

Intersex
According to InterACT, “[i]ntersex is an umbrella term for differences in sex traits or reproductive
anatomy. Intersex people are born with these differences or develop them in childhood. There are
many possible differences in genitalia, hormones, internal anatomy, or chromosomes, compared to
the usual two ways that human bodies develop.”7

Lesbian
Lesbian is a term that, historically, has meant to describe any womanwho is sexually and/or

7 InterACT - Frequently Asked Questions: What is the de nition of intersex?
https://interactadvocates.org/faq/#de nition

6 Poet JoshuaWhitehead rede nes two-spirit identity in Full-Metal Indigiqueer - CBC Radio
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/unreserved/from-dystopian-futures-to-secret-pasts-check-out-these-indigenou
s-storytellers-over-the-holidays-1.4443312/poet-joshua-whitehead-rede nes-two-spirit-identity-in-full-met
al-indigiqueer-1.4447321

5 Indigequeer/Indigiqueer - Theo Jean Cuthand
https://www.tjcuthand.com/2017/05/12/indigequeerindigiqueer/
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romantically attracted to people of the same gender, while the term today is generally used to
describe womenwho are exclusively sexually and/or romantically attracted to other women. Today,
people who identify as lesbians often disagree on who the term includes, for example, whether the
term includes non-binary people who are attracted to women, people who are attracted to women
and non-binary people, or women who are attracted to women but may experience attraction to
other genders from time to time. It is important to remember that the term “lesbian” has a complex,
rich and political history, andmaymean different things to different people who identify with the
term.

Male
When referencing a human’s biological sex, male is a term used to describe a person who has XY
chromosomes, produces sperm that fertilize ova, and generally who has an external reproductive
system including testicles, scrotum and a penis. It is important to note that people are often
assignedmale based on the appearance of a penis and scrotum as their external genitalia. This
happens despite the fact that some people may have a penis, but not have XY chromosomes, be
able to produce sperm or have other characteristics generally understood as part of a male
reproductive system.

Man
Man is a noun generally used to describe an adult personwho identi es as part of the binary,
masculine gender category. How any person understands the term ‘man’ will differ depending on
their social, religious or cultural context.

Masculine
Masculine is a term used to describe behaviours, objects, appearances, or attitudes that are
socially accepted as being traits associated with men or boys. It is important to note that what is or
is not considered masculine by any person is often intimately tied to a person’s culture and to a
speci c time period, meaning that there is often disagreement amongst individuals about what is
or is notmasculine.

Monoromanticism
Monoromanticism is used as an umbrella term to describe any affectionality that involves a
romantic attraction to only one gender, such as gay or straight.

Monosexuality
Monosexuality is used as an umbrella term to describe any sexuality that involves a sexual
attraction to only one gender, such as gay or straight. Mono- is an ancient Greek pre xmeaning
“one”.

Non-binary
When referring to gender, non-binary is an adjective used to describe a person whose gender is
neither “man”/”boy” nor “woman”/”girl”. In most Eurocentric societies, gender is seen as a binary
social system, meaning that non-binary people identify as falling outside of this binary.
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Pansexual
Popularized in the late ‘90s, pansexual is a term used to describe people who experience an
attraction to all genders or to people irregardless of their gender. Sometimes described simply as
‘gender blindness’, the pre x pan- is Latin for “all”.

Personal pronouns
Personal pronouns refer to the words a person uses to refer to themselves in the third person.

Polyamory

Polyamory refers to a practice where a personmay havemultiple, concurrent, consensual romantic
and/or sexual partnerships. This may also be referred to as ethical non-monogamy. Polyamory
should not be confused with polygamy, which refers tomultiple marriages, or confused with
cheating, which refers to the practice of engaging in a romantic and/or sexual relationship with
another person without your partner's consent.

Polyromanticism
Polyromanticism is used as an umbrella term to describe any affectionality that involves a romantic
attraction to only one gender, such as panromantic or biromantic.

Polysexuality
Polysexuality is used as an umbrella term to describe any sexuality that involves a sexual attraction
tomore than one gender, such as pansexual or bisexual. Poly- is an ancient Greek pre xmeaning
“many”.

Queer
Originally used to describe things that are considered weird, strange or bizarre, the term queer
became known as a slur used against gender and sexually diverse people in the early 1900s. Around
the 1990s, many LGBTQ and AIDS organizations began using the term queer in a type of reclamation
process, eventually leading to the common phrase: “We’re Here, We’re Queer, Get Used to It!”

Today, the term is used in different ways by people within the 2SLGBTQ+ community, most common
as an umbrella term to refer to any person who is not heterosexual (straight) and cisgender. Some
people use it as a political identity to refer to a sexual or gender identity that actively challenges or
disrupts society norms around SOGIE. The term is also often used in academic or scholarly
contexts while referencing the eld of queer studies.

While many in the 2SLGBTQ+ community continue to reclaim the term, it is important to note that
there are many people who are offended, harmed and triggered by the term.

Relationship Dynamic
Relationship dynamic refers to how a person decides to have personal, romantic or sexual
partnerships with other people.

Romantic orientation
Romantic orientation refers to how a person experiences romantic attraction to other people.
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SOGIE
SOGIE is an acronym used for sexual orientation, gender identity & expression, referring to the
different aspects of a person’s identity related to their sexuality and gender. SOGIESCmay also be
used to include the addition of sex characteristics. These acronyms do not only refer to 2SLGBTQ+
people.

Sexuality
See sexual orientation.

Sexual orientation
Sexual orientation refers to how a person experiences sexual attraction to other people.

Straight
Straight is a term used to describe a person who is sexually and/or romantically attracted to people
of a different gender.

Transgender
Transgender is an adjective used to describe a person who is a gender different than the gender
they were assigned at birth. Florence Ashley describes transgender as a gendermodality, rather
than a gender itself. Often used as an umbrella term to describe a wide range of diverse
experiences of those who identify as a gender across from their assigned gender at birth, the term
includes the pre x “trans-”, which can be interpreted as meaning “across” in Latin.

Two Spirit

Dr. Myra Laramee explains that Two Spirit “cannot be de ned.”8

According to OUTSaskatoon, “Two Spirit is meant to be an umbrella term that points to the
important roles that Two Spirit people held prior to colonization; however, as an umbrella term,
speci c teachings, roles, meanings, and languagemust come from the community. For example a
Cree ‘Two Spirit’ person from the plains area could go by aayahkwew (roughly translates to “neither
man nor woman”) while a Mohawk ‘Two Spirit’ person could go by Onón:wat (I have the pattern of
two spirits insidemy body). Furthermore, the teachings, roles, and responsibilities for a Two Spirit
person differs from community to community.”9

It is important to note that Two Spirit is a term that should only be used by Indigenous people to
describe themselves. Non-Indigenous people should not use the term to refer to their own
identities or experiences. That being said, some Indigenous people, particularly Elders, may
choose to describe non-Indigenous people as Two Spirit when applying their own cultural
worldview to help them understand other people’s identities.

Woman
Woman is a noun generally used to describe an adult person who identi es as part of the binary,

9 OUTSaskatoon - Two-Spirit. https://www.outsaskatoon.ca/two_spirit1

8 Two Spirit - A Movement born in Winnipeg (Video) - youtube.com/watch?v=Eu4xNUq2hGE

www.ivydeanconsulting.ca 8 of 9



Ivy + Dean Consulting
info@ivydeanconsulting.ca • Regina, SK

feminine gender category. How any person understands the term ‘woman’ will differ depending on
their social, religious or cultural context.
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