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Public Perception of Arts, Heritage, and 
Culture in Saskatchewan 
 

Context 
In 2025, SaskCulture conducted a Public Perception of Arts, Culture and Heritage in 
Saskatchewan survey with Insightrix. A total of 802 Saskatchewan residents were surveyed. 
Results show that almost all respondents, across age groups, believe arts, culture and heritage 
are important to them, while also identifying barriers that may limit participation in cultural 
activities. 

 
Key findings at a glance 
Public perception of arts, culture and heritage remains overwhelmingly positive across 
Saskatchewan. Residents continue to recognize the important role cultural experiences play in 
individual well-being, community connection and quality of life. 

 

Importance 

75% 
 

say arts/culture is important 

 

 

Monthly+ participation 

19% 
 

participate at least monthly 
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Non-participation 

21% don’t participate at all 

#1 Barrier 

Lack of time (28% of respondents) 

Other highlights 
• 92% of Indigenous respondents say arts and culture is important (vs 74% non-

Indigenous)
• Saskatoon leads with 30% monthly+ participation; the North area has the lowest at 13%.
• South region (31%) and North (23%) cite distance as a major barrier
• Saskatoon has the highest cost concerns (32%) despite the highest participation
• Young adults (18-34), which report an 18% awareness gap, represent a major marketing 

opportunity for the sector.

Top three barriers to participation 

Lack of Time 28% 

Lack of Interest 26% 

Cost 23% 
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Results by survey themes 
Overall importance of art, heritage and culture 
How important are arts, culture, and heritage experiences to your 
personal well-being in Saskatchewan?  
OVERALL IMPORTANCE OF ARTS, CULTURE & HERITAGE 

Importance Level Percentage 

Very important 29% 

Somewhat important 47% 

Not very important 17% 

Not at all important 4% 

Unsure 3% 

IMPORTANCE BY AGE GROUP 

Importance Level 18-34 35-54 55+ 

Very important 32% 30% 25% 

Somewhat important 44% 43% 51% 

Not very important 16% 18% 17% 

Not at all important 3% 5% 4% 

Unsure 5% 4% 2% 

IMPORTANCE BY KEY DEMOGRAPHICS 

Demographic Important Not Important Unsure 

Indigenous 92% 6% 1% 

Non-Indigenous 74% 23% 3% 

Overall 75% 21% 3% 
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Participation in arts, heritage, and culture activities 
In the past 12 months, how often have you participated in arts, 
culture, or heritage activities in Saskatchewan? 
OVERALL PARTICIPATION FREQUENCY 

 

Frequency Percentage 

Daily 1% 

Weekly 4% 

Monthly 13% 

Occasionally (a few times a year) 36% 

Rarely (once or twice a year) 24% 

Not at all 21% 

 
PARTICIPATION FREQUENCY BY AGE 

 

Frequency 18-34 35-54 55+ 

Monthly+ 19% 20%  17%  

Occasionally 38% 35%  35%  

Rarely 23% 25%  24%  

Not at all 19% 20%  24%  

 
PARTICIPATION BY REGION 

 

Frequency North Regina Saskatoon South 

Monthly+ 13% 22% 29% 14% 

Occasionally 34% 35% 35% 39% 

Rarely 28% 23% 21% 24% 

Not at all 26% 20% 15% 23% 
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Barriers to participation in art, heritage, and culture activities 
What, if anything, prevents you from participating more often in 
arts, culture, or heritage activities in Saskatchewan? 
BARRIERS TO PARTICIPATION 

Barrier Overall % 

Lack of Time 28% 

Lack of Interest/Options 26% 

Cost 23% 

Distance/Rural Location 18% 

Lack of Awareness 10% 

Health/Mobility 6% 

Accessibility/Inclusion 5% 

Family/Childcare 4% 

Transportation or Parking 3% 

Weather or Season 3% 

Other 4% 

Don’t know 5% 

Nothing 5% 

BARRIERS BY AGE GROUP 

Barrier 18-34 35-54 55+ 

Lack of Time 32% 33% 21% 

Lack of Interest 27% 27% 25% 

Cost 25% 28% 19% 

Distance/Rural 14% 16% 22% 

Lack of Awareness 18% 8% 6% 
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BARRIERS BY REGION 

Barrier North Regina Saskatoon South 

Lack of Time 27% 27% 34% 26% 

Lack of Interest 22% 30% 26% 27% 

Cost 16% 22% 32% 22% 

Distance/Rural 23% 5% 4% 31% 

Lack of Awareness 7% 18% 14% 5% 

Key comment areas 
Excerpts from survey responses 

Lack of time 
• A busy personal or work schedule
• I am often too busy. Or have trouble convincing friends to go with me
• I have other things that come up that are more important
• Mostly, time and access being from a small community
• Not knowing about the event, or I'm too busy. Another factor would be the cost of

attending a said event
• Busy lifestyle, that's not a priority
• Knowing what events are taking place, working it around a busy schedule to participate
• lack of time and knowledge of what is happening
• An overall busy life- kid activities every day of the week doesn't leave time for much else.
• Fewer hybrid/virtual options are being offered now. I have other activities happening

that prevent me from going to others.
• Just the busyness of life, or if it is child-friendly
• Where i live there aren't many events to attend and my work schedule makes it difficult

to get to the events near me
• If there is a cost too it, how long the event or activity may be and when/where it takes

place. And if I'm actually interested in the activity.
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• Time, always working to pay for the basics
• Opportunity to get out to these events. Often, they are too far away or scheduled at

times that are not convenient for me.
• Many are during the work day, which is inconvenient as im at work. And Saskatchewan is

a huge province so distance can be a barrier
• Busy schedule, opening hours compared to my work schedule
• Mainly busy life with a young child and a baby.
• Work and other obligations
• Availability based on time, season and distance required to travel
• I just seem it to be worthwhile, When I have lots of other problems which seem like way

more important.
• Nothing except for distance and timing. In the case of Saskatoon most events of this

nature happen in concentrated places where there may be a safety risk, especially if it
goes into the evening.

• Too busy walking and grooming two dogs, shopping, cooking and baking, housework,
family

• Depends when and where they’re located.
• Cost of everything and timing
• Time is a factor.  Also if there is a significant cost involved.
• having to work 2 jobs and working in the evening and/or weekends plus if it is out of

town it makes it difficult to get to the event as well, depending on weather conditions
and work

• Too busy working (80+ hours/week) so I can hopefully retire before I'm 80.
• Sometimes cost of the entrance to the events
• Too busy working. No family  just me and my children. No money. Feel unsafe going

anywhere in this city. So many addicted and unsafe people.
• It's not high on my list of priorities with a very high demand on my free
• I work a lot, and when I’m not working, I’m driving my kids to their extracurricular

activities. On a rare day off, I am tired and need to get the house back in order
• Just my time is pretty much taken up with work, sports and taking care of my house.
• Events not made known to me at all or in sufficient time to plan attending.
• Primarily time commitment to attend activities, as I live a busy lifestyle. I typically only

go if someone I know invites me
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• Time--I have a busy life with work and taking my kids to their activities. And also money--
many of these activities can be expensive. I also just need a break to do nothing when I 
get home, even though I'd also like to do more. 

• My mental health lately  Time I have two jobs and have a lot of unfinished chores at 
home 

• Nothing. Just busy with family or other social events. 
• Time off from work, cost, and travel. Many events require gas money or travel to other 

communities, which makes participation harder. 
• money, distance. I live in a rural area, so not able to take in events as much as I like since 

many concerts take place later.  I do like to support 'local' Saskatchewan musicians and 
other artists 

• Just having a small little baby and a special needs son and limited time for my spouse to 
help out as we need extra attention for a small baby and boy with autism 

• Those topics simply do not interest me in the least. More interested in what is 
happening with this country so no time for such 

• I have a busy enough life that I don't have time to engage in what, for the most part in 
Saskatchewan, typically devolves into a drunken party. 

• I have a busy life. A lot of the activities don’t interest me enough to invest time and 
money. Some are not geared for my age group . Some have not made me feel welcomed 
or included 

• Limited free time, not wanting to spend too much extra money on entertainment, not 
aware of events in advance 

• Don’t want to, have better things to do with my time 
• There are always two things that prevent me from participating in any culture, art, or 

heritage events in SK: Money and Time. If I have one, I don't have the other; and 
sometimes I have neither. I also have to commit to having a sober night if I go to the city 
because I often do not have a DD (I will be the DD lol). 

 

Lack of interest or appealing options 
• Connections with participants and cost. 
• Don't care about arts and culture, food, rent and income are more important 
• not authentic enough 
• I am often too busy. Or have trouble convincing friends to go with me 
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• Lack of options and expenses 
• Price, variety, quality, and marketing (not knowing about things till after) 
• I value time in nature, time exercising, and time alone more than arts, culture and 

heritage. And I feel like people don’t like the same things I do. I love botanical gardens, 
indoor arboretums, horse racing, fencing (sword fighting), massage spas, aquasize, and I 
just don’t see a lot of what interests me here. (Fortunately there is some, but they are 
not typically heritage/ cultural events.) 

• i dont enjoy those programs 
• Nothing that I would participate in. 
• cost, location, the type of event 
• A lot of it is advertising.  Often events are not well advertised.  Cost.  Everyone has a lot 

less disposable income and priorities. 
• It's just not something I'm interested in going to 
• Honestly, not really my scene 
• A significant lack of interactive activities from my own culture. 
• Not really much around my vicinity. The local movie theatre shut down last year so 

there's been no movies in town. 
• Being an introvert and cost 
• Having things that interest me happening in my city. 
• It always is only related to Aboriginal heritage 
• It hasn’t really been an interest of mine. Not that I try to avoid it, or would say no to 

experiencing it, it’s just not the first thing I seem to find. Not do I really have any 
connections to the “scene”. 

• I don’t care for them as much as I’d need to to attend more 
• I prefer to avoid social outings. Just not my thing 
• Lack of free community events 
• Just don’t desire to do it 
• Fewer hybrid/virtual options are being offered now. I have other activities happening 

that prevent me from going to others. 
• Nothing engaging 
• Not as many events in small city I live in 
• There’s other things I’d rather spend my time and energy on, and since I don’t enjoy 

crowds I usually avoid these kind of events. 
• lack of caring 
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• Limited knowledge on the arts. Don’t find it interesting 
• I have zero interest in the arts it has never been a priority to me 
• There aren’t as many events during the week 
• I’m not interested in this area. I would not spend money to engage in arts or heritage 

activities 
• If there is a cost too it, how long the event or activity may be and when/where it takes 

place. And if I'm actually interested in the activity. 
• Not good enough content. 
• Other than concerts the rest don’t peak my interest 
• not that interested more interested in sports 
• Most arts and culture experiences in Saskatchewan show case indigenous culture or art.. 

or its focused towards cultures of new comers to Canada.  I have zero interest in this. 
• Not enough diversity 
• The fact that the only city wide heritage event that is not focused solely on indigenous 

people happens only once a year. 
• Combination of don't hear about a lot of events, not interested in a lot of the ones I do 

hear about, and I have disabilities and am not very mobile plus, I'm very low income so 
am unable to attend events. 

• I’m a homebody. But besides that cost or location 
• Lack of options in my small city 
• I really am not interested in attending or participating in these events and things as 

while I think they are important it’s. It important for me to attend and I don’t feel I’m 
missing anything not attending 

• These are typically extremely woke and run by radical leftists. If I have to listen to a land 
acknowledgement before the event I don't want to be there. 

• I haven't seen anything that makes me want to participate but I have never been one to 
want to get involved. 

• Not hearing about them, events appearing too niche or intimidating, 
• Too much woke crap being forced on people! 
• Not interested in that sort of stuff 
• Not sure, not really interested in it I guess 
• Just don’t go out that much. 
• My interest in comparison to other things going on 
• there is nothing that prevents me its just not really my cup of tea 
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• I'm a home person 
• The type of event and politics behind it 
• opportunity - performance options can be limited for the type of events I prefer.  

Awareness of opportunities can also be hard to obtain (ie. didn't know about an event in 
time) 

• Nothing prevents my participation but I must be interested in the event 
• I don't know what is going on - and I don't have much culture or heritage here 
• It's not high on my list of priorities with a very high demand on my free 
• Arrangements frequency 
• Poorly organized, often too expensive to attend and mostly focused on indigenous 

cultures and traditions. 
• Not that interested 
• Knowing about things that interest me far enough ahead of time 
• Lack of activities or funds to host my own events. Also many heritage opportunities have 

been lost because they've been removed or torn down. 
• Primarily time commitment to attend activities, as I live a busy lifestyle. I typically only 

go if someone I know invites me 
• The type and place of the events. Also the time of year. 
• cost  more interested in the Rush 
• I prefer the outdoors. 
• Very interested in sporting activities 
• Actually never thought about participating 
• Not interested especially INGENIOUS 
• Nothing prevents me from particating other than being aware of the event and if I am 

interested in it. 
• I'm old.  Nothing interesting happens that I haven't seen before.  I sometimes go to 

watch kids perform.  I own a lot of original Saskatchewan art but have no room on my 
walls for more. 

• Nothing really, we are both seniors, low motivation 
• the availabilty, and knowing about them 
• Lack of opera and symphony orchestra performances 
• Lack of options and options that are available are too expensive 
• Expensive and can be more busy attractions that don't appeal to me 
• Cost of the events and the limited availability of them. 
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• Nothing more than not being interested and not liking croweds 
• Take part in Canada Day activities but not much else …nothing really prevents me other 

than interesta 
• Those topics simply do not interest me in the least. More interested in what is 

happening with this country so no time for such 
• too much focus on native culture and heritage 
• Availability. And the Métis local in Moose Jaw is terribly run. 
• I rarely know when events are being held and partner is not very interested in these 

types of events 
• I have a busy enough life that I don't have time to engage in what, for the most part in 

Saskatchewan, typically devolves into a drunken party. 
• Not interested..too indigenous focused! 
• I have a busy life. A lot of the activities don’t interest me enough to invest time and 

money. Some are not geared for my age group . Some have not made me feel welcomed 
or included 

• Nothing if interest.  Been to the museum in NB a couple times. Same things.    Needs to 
more history on Sask not just catering to one nationality.  There are many cultures in 
Sask and they all are important to our history. 

• I’m very busy with family. I don’t prioritize the arts and there is usually an expense to 
attending and I’d rather spend my money on helping my family improve their lives. 

• Not interested in culture crap.   I go to concerts, local shows and festivals only.   Hate 
racist or cultural pushy crap 

• There is not much offered. Particularly concerts, REAL needs to get it together and 
actually do something. They're hanging their hat on this foo fighters concert like they've 
really done an amazing job, but they should literally be announcing shows like that once 
a month. Most bands literally have to drive through saskatchewan and regina to get to 
their next stop and they overnight here, yet we never book them and they post about 
their night off in regina? What is going on? And conexus art centre and casino 

• Its boring! 
• I really don't Participate 
• Laziness but also a lack of awareness regarding events that are happening. 
• Just depends what’s going on& if I have time. 
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Cost 
• Limited mobility and a fixed income 
• Distance, affordability 
• Admission fees to attend concerts. Ticket prices have gone up a lot and sometimes the 

price is difficult to justify. 
• Connections with participants and cost. 
• Don't care about arts and culture, food, rent and income are more important 
• Price, variety, quality, and marketing (not knowing about things till after) 
• A lot of it is advertising.  Often events are not well advertised.  Cost.  Everyone has a lot 

less disposable income and priorities. 
• Too expensive 
• Mostly my disabilities and lack of funds. But I don't want these events to go away, 

they're good learning experiences. 
• Being an introvert and cost 
• Lots of events tend to be overpriced due to the city mis soending money, they dont like 

to appropriate money, so the costs invrease to put events on in saskatoon which get 
passed tp the consumer which in the end do not allow for us to afford. 

• They cost of travel can be expensive. I enjoy everything regarding my Metis Culture 
• Lack of free community events 
• Travel and expenses. I work minimum wage and have to moderate my spending, which 

limits me from fully supporting cultural events. 
• I live in a small town and don't always have a way to get to where the activities/events 

are being held, etc. I am also on disability and don't necessarily have the funds to be 
able to afford to go, in some instances. 

• Cost of experiences - if an event requires me paying to go in, then pay for food, then pay 
for drinks, that starts to add up. Nothing is cheap so I have to be choosy about what I 
spend my money on. 

• I’m not interested in this area. I would not spend money to engage in arts or heritage 
activities 

• Lack of time and available funds for non essentials 
• If there is a cost too it, how long the event or activity may be and when/where it takes 

place. And if I'm actually interested in the activity. 
• Availability. Friends to share with. Cost 
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• I never hear of the events in time. They aren’t consistent from year to year, sometimes 
they are entrance fees or parking issues 

• Disability, finances 
• Too busy and tired. Cost can be a factor but not a main factor. 
• Usually money. Many activities cost more than we can afford. 
• Cost. Crowds. I’m fairly introverted & prefer to keep my circle small, but I appreciate how 

vibrant these are in my community 
• Combination of don't hear about a lot of events, not interested in a lot of the ones I do 

hear about, and I have disabilities and am not very mobile plus, I'm very low income so 
am unable to attend events. 

• Not having safe community or environment. Our social society is hateful towards 
disabled, impoverished, mixed-ethnic, 2S, intersex, gender-diverse, synesthesites. The 
prices make it unaffordable and inaccessible. Also physical impairments. I participate 
more in Manitoba + Alberta where I find more inclusive arts culture community. 

• Work on the days of the events   Sometimes cost of the entrance to the events 
• Lack of events that interest me personally, affordability 
• Poorly organized, often too expensive to attend and mostly focused on indigenous 

cultures and traditions. 
• they can be expensive  parking in Regina can be an issue  if in a smaller community, 

sometimes as an outsider you don't feel very welcomed 
• I don't have the money and don't have anyone to attend the events with me. 
• Access, there is local culture, art and heritage, but it is limited otherwise it is over an 

hour to any larger center. This becomes cost prohibitive, between travel,  Hotel, meals, 
and the cost if the venue if there is one 

• Sometimes time sometimes financial situations 
• Lack of activities or funds to host my own events. Also many heritage opportunities have 

been lost because they've been removed or torn down. 
• Time--I have a busy life with work and taking my kids to their activities. And also money--

many of these activities can be expensive. I also just need a break to do nothing when I 
get home, even though I'd also like to do more. 

• Budget, life being busy with 3 very young kids 
• Expensive and can be more busy attractions that don't appeal to me 
• I don't like driving at night especially in the winter.  Money. 
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• Time off from work, cost, and travel. Many events require gas money or travel to other 
communities, which makes participation harder. 

• Affordability. Lack of advertising for activities and events. You have to go digging to find 
out what is going on, and it's never just in one place.  Word of mouth is about the only 
way to find out. 

• money, distance. I live in a rural area, so not able to take in events as much as I like since 
many concerts take place later.  I do like to support 'local' saskatchewan musicians and 
other artists 

• Sometimes cost of activities, or driving distance it takes to get there if it is outside of 
Saskatoon. 

• I have a busy life. A lot of the activities don’t interest me enough to invest time and 
money. Some are not geared for my age group . Some have not made me feel welcomed 
or included 

• Winter driving and cold weather, living in rural communities, price of gas and 
participation in these activities not in budget. 

• Limited free time, not wanting to spend too much extra money on entertainment, not 
aware of events in advance 

• I’m very busy with family. I don’t prioritize the arts and there is usually an expense to 
attending and I’d rather spend my money on helping my family improve their lives. 

• There are always two things that prevent me from participating in any culture, art, or 
heritage events in SK: Money and Time. If I have one, I don't have the other; and 
sometime's I have neither. I also have to commit to having a sober night if I go to the city 
because I often do not have a DD (I will be the DD lol). 

 

Distance or rural location 
• Distance, affordability 
• There amount of activities available in our rural area. 
• Lack of opportunity where i live 
• being so remote 
• Location. Live in a small town.  Busy lifestyle, that's not a priority 
• I don’t live in a city.  Driving to these can be a detetent 
• Not really much around my vicinity. The local movie theatre shut down last year so 

there's been no movies in town. 
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• Distance required to travel from rural areas to city plus cost 
• Local shows 
• They cost of travel can be expensive. I enjoy everything regarding my Metis Culture 
• Limited availability in my community 
• Travel and expenses. I work minimum wage and have to moderate my spending, which 

limits me from fully supporting cultural events. 
• I live in a small town and don't always have a way to get to where the activities/events 

are being held, etc. I am also on disability and don't necessarily have the funds to be 
able to afford to go, in some instances. 

• Where i live there aren't many events to attend and my work schedule makes it difficult 
to get to the events near me 

• I live in the middle of no where.... lol 
• Weather , pricing , location and times 
• If there is a cost too it, how long the event or activity may be and when/where it takes 

place. And if I'm actually interested in the activity. 
• Access to a range of activities in rural Sask. 
• Opportunity to get out to these events. Often, they are too far away or scheduled at 

times that are not convenient for me. 
• Distance. And not feeling super safe in large crowds anymore. 
• They are generally in the city and on a weekday.  I live an work in a smaller community 

about an hour away. 
• Many are during the work day, which is inconvenient as im at work. And Saskatchewan is 

a huge province so distance can be a barrier 
• Availability based on time, season and distance required to travel 
• Nothing except for distance and timing. In the case of Saskatoon most events of this 

nature happen in concentrated places where there may be a safety risk, especially if it 
goes into the evening. 

• Living in rural Saskatchewan means that we often need to drive some distance to take in 
arts & culture events. In the summer driving at night is manageable; winter driving is less 
appealing and is often the reason for skipping an event.  Having said that, we do have an 
increasing number of cultural events in our small town. Our local Wheatland library has 
been part of the impetus. 
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• having to work 2 jobs and working in the evening and/or weekends plus if it is out of 
town it makes it difficult to get to the event as well depending on weather conditions 
and work 

• Locale, there are not as many things going on where I live as there are in say Saskatoon 
or Regina. 

• Nothing comes to mind. Depending on location of activities 
• Distance from some events as we live in Rosthern area. Our arts centre is very active and 

I’m so thankful we have a local vibrant arts, music and culture community. 
• Distance for the most part, cost for the second. 
• My location, too far away   Physical mobility issues for me and my spouse 
• I live in a small northern town. I take part in events held here 
• Very slim to none available here in rural areas. 
• Finding someone to go with me  Living in a rural community, I have to travel to 

participate 
• Access, there is local culture, art and heritage, but it is limited otherwise it is over an 

hour to any larger center. This becomes cost prohibitive, between travel,  Hotel, meals, 
and the cost if the venue if there is one 

• Cost and time, especially travel in Saskatchewan. 
• The type and place of the events. Also the time of year. 
• Distance to travel to take in arts exhibits or events, culture and heritage activities. 
• Location and parking. Living rural there isn’t much cultural heritage events. And when 

going to the cities to attend, parking is so hard that it deters us from attending. 
• I live in a smaller community. We have several good events here. To drive to Saskatoon 

or Regina isn't always worth the effort. 
• Time off from work, cost, and travel. Many events require gas money or travel to other 

communities, which makes participation harder. 
• Traveling as I live rural and it is a few hours to the nearest city where most of the events 

happen. 
• Location. I live in a small town and nothing happens here. It is too far to go to Saskatoon. 
• Distance  Some of the events are too far away 
• money, distance. I live in a rural area, so not able to take in events as much as I like since 

many concerts take place later.  I do like to support 'local' saskatchewan musicians and 
other artists 

• Availability of options in our small rural community 
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• Sometimes cost of activities, or driving distance it takes to get there if it is outside of 
Saskatoon. 

• I live in a rural, low-population area and there really isn't many activities concerning arts, 
culture, or heritage that are available. 

• Living in a small town in rural Saskatchewan. 
• Winter driving and cold weather, living in rural communities, price of gas and 

participation in these activities not in budget. 
• Availability in cultural wasteland that is Prince Albert. 

 

Lack of awareness 
• Not hearing about events happening, not being aware of opportunities 
• Lack of knowledge about scheduled events, have a young child who cannot participate 
• Price, variety, quality, and marketing (not knowing about things till after) 
• Poor advertising of events 
• A lot of it is advertising.  Often events are not well advertised.  Cost.  Everyone has a lot 

less disposable income and priorities. 
• Not knowing about the event, or I'm too busy. Another factor would be the cost of 

attending a said event 
• Knowing what events are taking place, working it around a busy schedule to participate 
• It hasn’t really been an interest of mine. Not that I try to avoid it, or would say no to 

experiencing it, it’s just not the first thing I seem to find. Not do I really have any 
connections to the “scene”. 

• Lack of knowledge as to the event, time, place.  Accessibility for mobility challenges I 
have. 

• there is really no barrier. It's just that sometimes I don't know that they are happening. 
Other times, it's me being lazy to use public transit to get to locations because I don't 
have access to a vehicle. 

• Don’t know where to find them 
• Limited knowledge on the arts. Don’t find it interesting 
• Lack of awareness and lack of interest in what I am aware of 
• I never hear of the events in time. They aren’t consistent from year to year, sometimes 

they are entrance fees or parking issues 
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• Combination of don't hear about a lot of events, not interested in a lot of the ones I do 
hear about, and I have disabilities and am not very mobile plus, I'm very low income so 
am unable to attend events. 

• Weather or sometimes I didn’t know about what is happening in our community 
• Not hearing about them, events appearing too niche or intimidating, 
• opportunity - performance options can be limited for the type of events I prefer.  

Awareness of opportunities can also be hard to obtain (ie. didn't know about an event in 
time) 

• I don't know what is going on - and I don't have much culture or heritage here 
• Knowing about things that interest me far enough ahead of time 
• Events not made known to me at all or in sufficient time to plan attending. 
• Nothing prevents me from particating other than being aware of the event and if I am 

interested in it. 
• Affordability. Lack of advertising for activities and events. You have to go digging to find 

out what is going on, and it's never just in one place.  Word of mouth is about the only 
way to find out. 

• not really looking into it to find out what is there 
• More notice 
• I rarely know when events are being held and partner is not very interested in these 

types of events 
• Probably lack of information.....I am not on Facebook and I don't rely on social media for 

my constant source of information 
• I don’t have the awareness of those activities 
• I often find out about them too late. 
• Not around, busy, or not aware. 
• Limited free time, not wanting to spend too much extra money on entertainment, not 

aware of events in advance 
• Don't really know what is going on in my comunity 
• weather, parking, not knowing something is going on 
• Haven't heard or seen them in advance. 
• Laziness but also a lack of awareness regarding events that are happening. 
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Health or mobility 
• Limited mobility and a fixed income 
• Mostly my disabilities and lack of funds. But I don't want these events to go away, 

they're good learning experiences. 
• Lack of knowledge as to the event, time, place.  Accessibility for mobility challenges I 

have. 
• I live in a small town and don't always have a way to get to where the activities/events 

are being held, etc. I am also on disability and don't necessarily have the funds to be 
able to afford to go, in some instances. 

• Age and mobility 
• Disability means I cannot leave my house 
• Disability, finances 
• Combination of don't hear about a lot of events, not interested in a lot of the ones I do 

hear about, and I have disabilities and am not very mobile plus, I'm very low income so 
am unable to attend events. 

• Not having safe community or environment. Our social society is hateful towards 
disabled, impoverished, mixed-ethnic, 2S, intersex, gender-diverse, synesthesites. The 
prices make it unaffordable and inaccessible. Also physical impairments. I participate 
more in Manitoba + Alberta where I find more inclusive arts culture community. 

• Health problems 
• Mental health 
• My health and mobility 
• My location, too far away   Physical mobility issues for me and my spouse 
• Mobility/health issues 
• I am not mobile enough - health reasons 
• At times, health, weather 
• Back injury 
• Wife is disabled and we do not leave apartment except for appointments. We are retired 
• Age.  Don't want to drive at night. 
• I'm old.  Nothing interesting happens that I haven't seen before.  I sometimes go to 

watch kids perform.  I own a lot of original Saskatchewan art but have no room on my 
walls for more. 
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• My mental health lately  Time I have two jobs and have a lot of unfinished chores at
home

• Nothing really, we are both seniors, low motivation
• Senior not in the best of health don't get out much.
• Physical restrictions in the current year.
• Physically hard to attend and sometimes cost
• I’m not mobile as I used to be ( old age )
• The weather is a huge one and also just myself sometimes it’s easy to get overwhelmed

or in my own head about things.
• Where we live an age

Accessibility, safety, or inclusion 
• People
• Lack of knowledge as to the event, time, place.  Accessibility for mobility challenges I

have.
• There’s other things I’d rather spend my time and energy on, and since I don’t enjoy

crowds I usually avoid these kind of events.
• I dont like crowds since my son died.
• Distance. And not feeling super safe in large crowds anymore.
• Cost. Crowds. I’m fairly introverted & prefer to keep my circle small, but I appreciate how

vibrant these are in my community
• There should be one for people with anxiety
• I live in a small town.  Limited access to these types of activities
• Accessibility
• Nothing except for distance and timing. In the case of Saskatoon most events of this

nature happen in concentrated places where there may be a safety risk, especially if it
goes into the evening.

• Not having safe community or environment. Our social society is hateful towards
disabled, impoverished, mixed-ethnic, 2S, intersex, gender-diverse, synesthesites. The
prices make it unaffordable and inaccessible. Also physical impairments. I participate
more in Manitoba + Alberta where I find more inclusive arts culture community.

• I dont like to go downtown where this stuff is
• Not hearing about them, events appearing too niche or intimidating,
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• Social anxiety stuff 
• Too busy working. No family  just me and my children. No money. Feel unsafe going 

anywhere in this city. So many addicted and unsafe people. 
• They are mostly native any more and I am white.  I am getting so fed up with only 

hearing about natives and feel it just creates more division between races than inclusive 
of every Canadian regardless of race or colour. 

• they can be expensive  parking in Regina can be an issue  if in a smaller community, 
sometimes as an outsider you don't feel very welcomed 

• The amount of people there or I’m working 
• Paying for parking and lack of parking. Safety downtown 
• People suck 
• I'm a heterosexual working white male. I'm a minority. 
• Too many people. Money 
• I’m not FROM Saskatchewan so have a hard time being accepted into my cultural groups 

that exist here. 
• Nothing more than not being interested and not liking croweds 
• I live with social anxiety and struggle with getting out of the house and being in large 

crowds 
• I'm 2nd generation Canadian by birth. I'm not indigenous . I'm not Mete' , I'm white . I'm 

not an immigrant . I'm not a member of LGBTQRSTUV . I'm not French speaking . I'm not 
in Quebec . I'm not Liberal, NDP, GREEN, or Bloc Quebecois . I'm a minority. 

• I have a busy life. A lot of the activities don’t interest me enough to invest time and 
money. Some are not geared for my age group . Some have not made me feel welcomed 
or included 

• Indigenous 

 

Family and childcare 
• Lack of knowledge about scheduled events, have a young child who cannot participate 
• Having young kids, and attending events they have interest in and that fits into their 

schedule. 
• Finding childcare 
• An overall busy life- kid activities every day of the week doesn't leave time for much else. 
• Having the time to go with kids 
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• Just the busyness of life or if it is child friendly 
• Not sure where to go, young children 
• a screaming baby and toddler 
• Having a child under the age of 2 years old makes it hard to get to events. 
• I have a child and there aren’t many interesting activities for elementary schoolers. 
• Not much. My family just does our own thing. 
• Mainly busy life with a young child and a baby. 
• Too busy walking and grooming two dogs, shopping, cooking and baking, housework, 

family 
• Too busy working. No family  just me and my children. No money. Feel unsafe going 

anywhere in this city. So many addicted and unsafe people. 
• I work a lot, and when I’m not working, I’m driving my kids to their extracurricular 

activities. On a rare day off, I am tired and need to get the house back in order 
• Not much going on outdoors in the winter (we have a baby and avoid too many indoor 

events in winter) 
• Wife is disabled and we do not leave apartment except for appointments. We are retired 
• Time--I have a busy life with work and taking my kids to their activities. And also money--

many of these activities can be expensive. I also just need a break to do nothing when I 
get home, even though I'd also like to do more. 

• The cost to attend events and location. Plus not always kid friendly. 
• I'm old.  Nothing interesting happens that I haven't seen before.  I sometimes go to 

watch kids perform.  I own a lot of original Saskatchewan art but have no room on my 
walls for more. 

• Nothing. Just busy with family or other social events. 
• Busy schedule with sports and other kid activities, I'd say 
• Just having a small little baby and a special needs son and limited time for my spouse to 

help out as we need extra attention for a small baby and boy with autism 
• busy work and home life, hard to do certain things with many kids and only 2 arms. 
• Being busy with life and kids activities. When we aren’t running around for the kids we 

enjoy doing yard work and camping 
• I’m very busy with family. I don’t prioritize the arts and there is usually an expense to 

attending and I’d rather spend my money on helping my family improve their lives.y 
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Transportation or parking 
• I don’t live in a city.  Driving to these can be a deterrent 
• I don't drive or take the bus so I rely on others 
• there is really no barrier. It's just that sometimes I don't know that they are happening. 

Other times, it's me being lazy to use public transit to get to locations because I don't 
have access to a vehicle. 

• I never hear of the events in time. They aren’t consistent from year to year, sometimes 
they are entrance fees or parking issues 

• Lack of transit, hard to get around the city 
• I dont drive at night 
• Don’t drive 
• they can be expensive  parking in Regina can be an issue  if in a smaller community, 

sometimes as an outsider you don't feel very welcomed 
• Paying for parking and lack of parking. Safety downtown 
• Finding someone to go with me  Living in a rural community, I have to travel to 

participate 
• Access, there is local culture, art and heritage, but it is limited otherwise it is over an 

hour to any larger center. This becomes cost prohibitive, between travel,  Hotel, meals, 
and the cost if the venue if there is one 

• Driving to the event 
• Location and parking. Living rural there isn’t much cultural heritage events. And when 

going to the cities to attend, parking is so hard that it deters us from attending. 
• Age.  Don't want to drive at night. 
• I don't like driving at night especially in the winter.  Money. 
• No car 
• Travel difficulties. 
• There are always two things that prevent me from participating in any culture, art, or 

heritage events in SK: Money and Time. If I have one, I don't have the other; and 
sometime's I have neither. I also have to commit to having a sober night if I go to the city 
because I often do not have a DD (I will be the DD lol). 
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Weather or season 
• Will try to find ways to partcipate as the only barrier for me wioo be the climate change 
• Weather , pricing , location and times 
• Location, price, dates, weather, notice 
• Shift work. Location. Weather 
• Availability based on time, season and distance required to travel 
• Weather or sometimes I didn’t know about what is happening in our community 
• Unwillingness to go out in the winter 
• Living in rural Saskatchewan means that we often need to drive some distance to take in 

arts & culture events. In the summer driving at night is manageable; winter driving is less 
appealing and is often the reason for skipping an event.  Having said that, we do have an 
increasing number of cultural events in our small town. Our local Wheatland library has 
been part of the impetus. 

• having to work 2 jobs and working in the evening and/or weekends plus if it is out of 
town it makes it difficult to get to the event as well depending on weather conditions 
and work 

• Not much going on outdoors in the winter (we have a baby and avoid too many indoor 
events in winter) 

• The type and place of the events. Also the time of year. 
• I don't like driving at night especially in the winter.  Money. 
• An awareness that an event is occurring. Weather. 
• Winter driving and cold weather, living in rural communities, price of gas and 

participation in these activities not in budget. 
• Bad weather 
• The weather is a huge one and also just myself sometimes it’s easy to get overwhelmed 

or in my own head about things. 
• weather, parking, not knowing something is going on 

 

Others 
• Not having a strong cultural background and community. 
• Caring 
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• I participate a lot in the art scene - specifically music. 
• I would love to see the Sask film tax credit back up and going 
• Availability. Friends to share with. Cost 
• The mismanagement of the arts center in Regina.  The loss of trust in the arts 

community due to the covid passport restrictions.  That they are publicly funded, rather 
than make profit and advance the local culture.  It's largely infiltrated with marxist and 
leftist thinking. 

• faith and logistics 
• I am a new resident of Saskatchewan as of the middle of October so I have not had the 

opportunity to partake in many cultural activities. However, I am looking forward to 
learning all about Saskatchewan and the people who have made Saskatchewan the 
province it is today. 

• These are typically extremely woke and run by radical leftists. If I have to listen to a land 
acknowledgement before the event I don't want to be there. 

• In Humboldt we have The Gallery/ Museum and anytime there is an exhibit or 
entertainment I often go to see or experience it.  The museum put on some very good 
art installations and workshops and they are well attended. 

• My own laziness. 
• No one to go with 
• Monthly is more than enough. 
• I would love more museums here and rotating exhibits 
• Poorly organized, often too expensive to attend and mostly focused on indigenous 

cultures and traditions. 
• lack of time, high costs and required rsvp 
• I don't have the money and don't have anyone to attend the events with me. 
• Finding someone to go with me  Living in a rural community, I have to travel to 

participate 
• Lack of activities or funds to host my own events. Also many heritage opportunities have 

been lost because they've been removed or torn down. 
• Swift current art gallery 
• I don't mind it 
• Lack of events 
• Powwows 
• Availability. And the Métis local in Moose Jaw is terribly run. 

mailto:INFO@SASKCULTURE.CA


   P a g e  | 28 
 

                       
 
INFO@SASKCULTURE.CA  •  WWW.SASKCULTURE.CA  •  404-2125 11TH AVE, REGINA, SK, S4P 3X3 

• We travel out of province quite often 
• To me people should wake up to loosing our environment and nature and wildlife to 

farming. Will there be wildlife and natural environment left in Saskatchewan in 20 yrs? 
All grasslands destroyed nothing for nature to eat. Farmers burning sloughs snd 
grasslands so it can b ploughed under. 

• Art and gem cutting 
• For who ever organizes these events, to put more effort into the events. Plus more 

government or elected officials to be involved. 
• There is not much offered. Particularly concerts, REAL needs to get it together and 

actually do something. They're hanging their hat on this foo fighters concert like they've 
really done an amazing job, but they should literally be announcing shows like that once 
a month. Most bands literally have to drive through saskatchewan and regina to get to 
their next stop and they overnight here, yet we never book them and they post about 
their night off in regina? What is going on? And conexus art centre and casino 

• Knowing someone. Time. 

 

Conclusion 
The findings in this report demonstrate that arts, culture and heritage continue to be highly 
valued by Saskatchewan residents. At the same time, the data highlights important 
opportunities to strengthen participation by addressing barriers related to time, cost, 
accessibility, transportation and awareness. 

These insights will help inform future planning, engagement and investment across the cultural 
sector, while supporting ongoing efforts to create inclusive, accessible and meaningful cultural 
experiences for people across Saskatchewan. 

Together, the findings reinforce the important role arts, culture and heritage play in building 
connected, vibrant and resilient communities. 
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